INTRODUCTION
Gilan (also spelled Guilan) is a province in the north of Iran. The province lies between 36°34'-38°27' N and 48°53'-50°34' E. It is one of the three provinces in Iran located along the southern coasts of the Caspian Sea and the northern slopes of the Alborz Mountains, constituting a green belt of old-growth, hyrcanian forests containing some relict tertiary tree elements, such as Acer velutinum, Gleditsia caspica, Quercus castaneifolia, and Parrotia persica (Browicz 1989) . Gilan has generally a humid temperate climate. The average annual rainfall in Gilan is 1359 mm, and the average annual temperature is 15.8°C.
Records of polypores (poroid basidiomycetes) in Gilan have been mainly reported by Saber (1987) , Hallenberg (1981) , and later by Ghobad-Nejhad & Hallenberg (2012) , who provided a checklist of non-gilled/non-gasteroid hymenomycetes (roughly aphyllophoroids) of Iran on a provincial basis. In this list, 54 polypore species were recorded from Gilan Province having the third highest species diversity in Iran after Golestan and Mazandaran Provinces.
The aim of this study was to identify polypore specimens recently collected in Gilan Province, to publish new provincial and national records, and to increase the knowledge on polypore diversity in the surveyed region.
MATERIAL AND METHODS
The material for this study was mainly collected by the first author during spring and autumn 2015 in different parts of Gilan Province. The main collection sites and their characteristics are listed in Tab. 1.
Altogether, 184 specimens were collected and examined for this study. The collected specimens are kept at the mycology collections of the herbaria of Gilan University (GUM) and duplicates at the Iranian Research Organization for Science and Technology (ICH). Herbaria acronyms follow Index Herbariorum (Thiers on-line).
Identifications were performed using keys provided by Ryvarden & Melo (2014), Núńez & Ryvarden (1995 , 2001 . Microscopy routines are as described by Ghobad-Nejhad & Dai (2010) . Species names and nomenclature generally follow MycoBank (www.mycobank.org) and Index Fungorum (www.indexfungorum.org).
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
As a result of this study, five species are newly reported from Iran (**), while seven species are recorded for the first time from Gilan Province (*). Moreover, an insufficiently identified species of Phylloporia Murrill is noted. The species are listed alphabetically below. In Specimens examined, the format of collectors' names and herbarium codes corresponds to the labels in the GUM and ICH herbaria. A full list of polypores hitherto known for Gilan is also provided in Tab. 2. The species is characterised by its small and pale brown basidiomes with coumarin scent, and grows on hardwoods. This is a rare species in Europe and eastern Asia ( The species has thin, salmon orange, resupinate basidiomes with shallow pores (5-7 per mm) and turns dark purple upon contact with KOH. Basidiospores are moderately thick-walled and cyanophilous. It is a rare species in Europe [France (Pieri & Rivoire 1997) Phylloporia sp.
Fig. 1j
Specimen examined: Shaft, Noormas, on the ground and attached to dead hardwood, 8 Oct 2015, Amoopour MA134.
Basidiome stipitate, rusty brown, brittle, context homogenous, ca. 8 mm thick in the middle, pores small, 7-9 per mm. Hyphal system dimitic, setae absent, hyphae unchanged in KOH. Basidiospores abundant, broadly ellipsoid to subglobose, thick-walled, brown, smooth, IKI-, 4.5-5 × 3-3.5 μm. Following the key by Zhou (2016) , the closest match is P. spathulata / P. verae-crucis, both differing from our specimen macro-and microscopically. Phylloporia spathulata (Hook.) Ryvarden has smaller, thinner, light coloured, and pliable basidiomes with papery margin, duplex context, and has smaller spores, 3-4 × 2-2.5 μm. Phylloporia verae-crucis (Berk. ex Sacc.) Ryvarden has been treated as a synonym of P. spathulata until recently, differing from it mainly by its larger spores, 4-5 × 2-3(3.5) μm, and restricted distribution range in Mexico and Costa Rica (Ferreira-Lopes et al. 2016 ). We will have to wait for more sampling and DNA data to sufficiently identify this species.
* Polyporus tuberaster (Jacq.) Fr. According to Núńez & Ryvarden (2001) , P. udus is mainly distributed in tropical and warm temperate zones in eastern Asia. It has also been reported from Argentina by Robledo & Rajchenberg (2007) The species is characterised by apricot-coloured basidiomes becoming purple in KOH. According to Ryvarden & Melo (2014) and Núńez & Ryvarden (2001) , this is a rare species in Europe, North America and East Asia. It is also known from Armenia, Georgia, and the Russian Caucasus (Ghobad-Nejhad et al. 2009, Ghobad-Nejhad 2011).
Tab. 2. List of polypore species of Gilan Province based on samplings made in this study as well as the checklist by Ghobad-Nejhad & Hallenberg (2012) . Occurrence data is only provisional and would require more inventories to be more comprehensive; it is noted only for the species collected in this study. Occurrence abbreviations: C -common in the study area; LC -locally common (common at some localities); R -rare (1-2 records). , 33, 41, 106, 135, 156, 168, 162, 172, 185, 193, 195 , 39, 63, 66, 74, 128, 149, 164, 165, 167, 187, 192, 204, 208, 224, 226, 229 
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CONCLUSIONS
Altogether, 66 polypore species are known from Gilan Province (Tab. 2). However, the checklist provided here is not exhaustive yet. Considering the diversity of habitats and some still unexplored areas in Gilan Province, we believe that with more inventories a number of species will be added to the checklist. The majority of species belong to the orders Polyporales and Hymenochaetales. Common species include Daedaleopsis confragosa, Ganoderma australe, Ganoderma lucidum, Gloeophyllum trabeum (Fig. 1e) , Hyphodontia flavipora, Hyphodontia radula, Irpex lacteus, Phellinus tuberculosus, Trametes gibbosa, Trametes versicolor and Trichaptum biforme. The following species were collected once or a few times during the study: Abortiporus fractipes (Fig. 1a) , Antrodiella fragrans, Fomitiporia punctata, Fuscoporia contigua, Fuscoporia ferruginosa, Fuscoporia torulosa (Fig. 1d) , Gloeoporus dichrous (Fig. 1f) , Inonotus cuticularis, Meripilus giganteus (Fig. 1g) , Oligoporus hibernicus, Phylloporia ribis, Polyporus tuberaster, Polyporus udus and Tyromyces kmetii.
The new records reported here extend our knowledge about the general distribution of some polypore species. Antrodiella fragrans, Ceriporia aurantiocarnescens, and Tyromyces kmetii are rare species in Europe and have already been reported from the Caucasus region. Polyporus udus is mainly found in eastern Asia and has recently been recorded from the Russian Caucasus.
